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UNITED STATES. 

Instructions relative to post- epidemic disinfection. 

Treasury Department, 
Office of the Supervising Surgeon-General, 

Marine-Hospital Service, 
Washington, D. C, December 1, 1897. 

Sir : You are hereby placed in charge of post-epidemic disinfection 
and aeration on the part of the Marine-Hospital Service at all places 
in the State of Mississippi where yellow fever has appeared during the 
past summer and fall. A list of said places is herein inclosed (inclosure 
No. 1). In addition to these specified places, it. should be your duty, by 
inquiry and other means within your power, to ascertain if yellow 
fever has existed in any other locality, however remote, and to visit 
said places and carry out these instructions. (See Public Health 
Eeports, December 3, 1897.) 

The measures to be enforced are enumerated in the iuclosed memo- 
randum regarding post-epidemic disinfection and house aeration (Inclos 
ure No. 2). (See Public Health Reports, December 3, 1897.) 

Hospital Steward Cragg, who has had yellow fever, has been ordered 
to report to you to assist you in these duties. He will be of service in 
keeping records and accounts, and in any other manner which you may 
direct. 

On arriving in a given municipality or township you will immedi- 
ately call upon the mayor and the health authorities and secure their 
cooperation. You should inform them that in view of the large amount 
of work to be accomplished it is absolutely necessary that the expenses 
therefor should be borne, so far as possible, by the local authorities, 
and it is the purpose of the Marine- Hospital Service only to meet such 
expenses as are absolutely necessary, upon certification by the proper 
health authorities. In some localities it is obvious that part of the work 
may be done and paid for by the local authorities, but that it will have 
to be supplemented by the Service assuming; a portion thereof. 

A list of every house in which there has been yellow fever, and a list 
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also of houses where there have been cases of suspected fever, should be 
obtained, and the work then should be prosecuted systematically. The 
importance should be insisted upon of both disinfection and aeration. 
With regard to disinfection, all of the known agents should be used as 
required in special cases. Steam disinfection of mattresses and clothing 
may be required and for this purpose you are authorized to have the 
steam disinfecting chamber placed on a flat car rented for the purpose 
and carried through the desired localities. Should this apparatus be 
considered insufficient for the work required at any given place, recom ■ 
mendation should be made for the construction of a steam disinfecting 
car such as was in use at the detention camp at Waynesville in 1893. 
It is not unlikely that it will be found necessary to burn some mattresses 
and possibly some clothing. In this event it is suggested that arrange- 
ments be made, either at Camp Hutton, Fontainebleau, or Mount Vernon 
Barracks, for the shipment of mattresses which are practically new to 
any desired point, for the purpose of replacing those which are burned 
and which belong to people who are unable to stand the loss. 

You will make report from each town visited and disinfected at the 
close of the work at that place, and reporting the next place to be vis- 
ited. It is suggested that in some places visited there may be need of 
some professional help, and should this be the case the best local talent 
should be secured, and nominations for his appointment for temporary 
service should be duly reported to the Bureau, with rate stated. 

It is suggested that inasmuch as it is necessary for you to visit Vicks- 
burg, Jackson, and Meridian before proceeding on this duty, said duty 
might begin at Edwards and adjacent towns. 

Respectfully, yours, Walter Wyman, 

Supervising Surgeon- General, TJ. 8. M. H. S. 

Passed Assistant-Surgeon J. H. White, 

TJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service, New Orleans, La. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 
Additional cases of yellow fever at Flomaton. 

Mobile, Ala., December IS, 1897. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that 1 case of yellow fever occurred 
at Flomaton on December 1 (Bespero) and 1 on December 4(Bagan)and 
that 1 death (Ragan) occurred there to-day. Referring to my telegram 
of November 16 from Flomaton and the list of yellow fever cases in the 
Publio Health Reports, I have to state that the record for Floma- 
ton should now read : Cases, 98 ; deaths, 5. To the death list, in fact, 
there should be added 1 (McCurdy), who died on November 10, but 
wasfinally diagnosed as "typhoid fever," when the case was evidently 
ptomaine poisoning following yellow fever. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. D. Murray, 
Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S. 



